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RISE Program
graduates in 2019

129

Graduates reentered
community in 2019

We could not do this without you!
Jeremy Bouman
RISE CEO
jbouman@seeusrise.org

40

In-prison event
volunteers in 2019

295

I am overcome with gratitude about so many things that transpired over the past year.
In 2019 we localized our operations, received approval for our own 501(c)(3) status with the IRS,
rebranded our organization as RISE, spent 10 months building new and improved curriculum for our
Builders, opened two transitional houses and doubled our staff size.
I will forever carry with me the grace, love and support we received this year from our volunteers
and donors. Thank you for hanging in there with us through the transition!
Now that RISE is an independent organization, it is imperative we create a broad base of
philanthropic support to ensure that “all people will find freedom from cycles of incarceration."
As a small non-profit, every gift during this season of giving makes a difference and an immediate
impact on the lives of those we serve.
Our amazing RISE volunteers have experienced and contributed first-hand to the transformational
work we are doing together in Nebraska prisons. You know the names, faces and stories of
incarcerated Builders working hard to reenter the community successfully and not return to prison.
The RISE community is with them every step of the way.
Nebraska prison overcrowding is worse than it’s ever been and the barriers to reentry are great. I
believe with all my heart that we were made for this moment and together we can prepare people to
get out and stay out of prison.
When the community collectively makes reentry a priority, everybody wins including families and
employers. Public safety improves, the economy improves, the tax burden of incarceration lessens
and social justice prevails.
Please donate to RISE today and support our work that is taking the mass incarceration crisis head
on.
Lastly, I hope you will join us in January for the RISE Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast. We’d
love to thank you in person! I will be sharing an update on our program and some exciting news
about RISE plans for 2020. You can register for the January 15th event in Omaha here and the
January 16th event in Lincoln here.

Thanks for sharing your compassion, empathy and expertise with our Builders.
Happy Holidays to you and your family.

Donate to RISE

"I want to pursue happiness. I'm sick of being angry. Programs like RISE help me
deal with that."
RISE Graduate, TSCI Cohort 4

Upcoming 2020
Volunteer Dates

Chantal Randall
Volunteer Relations Manager
crandall@seeusrise.org
Business Pitch Competition
and Graduation
Tuesday, March 3, 2020
8:30am - 4:30pm

Lincoln Correctional Center
3216 W Van Dorn St
Lincoln, NE 68522

Register Here

Deadline: January 16, 2020
--Coaching Day
Tuesday, April 21, 2020
8:30am - 3:00pm

Nebraska State Penitentiary
4201 S 14th St
Lincoln, NE 68502
Register Here

Deadline: March 3, 2020
--Deep Dive
Tuesday, June 2, 2020
Time TBD

Rising to the Occasion:
Influencing Policy to Create Change
Jasmine Harris, MPH, CHES
Director of Public Policy and Advocacy
jharris@seeusrise.org

Stepping into the realm of policy and advocacy can be very intimidating
for a nonprofit organization.
Thinking about how we can impact the lives of our Builders from a
level that doesn’t include curriculum, Coaching Days, or reentry
services can seem daunting.
If we don’t take the step to get involved at the systemic level to
influence policy, we miss the mark on creating change to address many
of the underlying reasons why we are serving so many people who are
currently and formerly incarcerated.
Read more here!>>>

Nebraska State Penitentiary
4201 S 14th St.
Lincoln, NE 68502
Register Here

Deadline: April 21, 2020
--Business Pitch Competition
and Graduation
Tuesday, July 21, 2020
8:30am - 4:00 pm

Nebraska State Penitentiary
4201 S 14th St.
Lincoln, NE 68502
Register Here

Deadline: June 2, 2020
---

Join our waitlist!
If you'd like to be notified of
new events as soon as they

The Impact of Showing Up
McKenzie Ring
Storyteller + Digital Marketing
mring@seeusrise.org

The National Institute of Corrections found that any visit to a
person incarcerated can reduce their risk of recidivism by thirteen
percent. That includes visits from volunteers and mentors offering
social support.

are added to our calendar, sign
up here!

Read more here!>>>

Reentry Support

Erica Pieper
Reentry Supervisor
epieper@seeusrise.org
The RISE reentry team has been busy in 2019 as we welcomed 40 Builders back into the Nebraska
community. Helping Builders navigate transportation, employment, and housing post-incarceration
has been humbling and motivating as we continue see our population encounter the barriers of
reentry on a daily basis. Through program supporters and volunteers, we're encouraged as we chip
away at the stigmas of incarceration and change-makers will help lessen these barriers in 2020.
Additionally, RISE has established a rewarding partnership with the Nebraska Department of Labor
as they've helped our team and Builders navigate avenues of employment. We're grateful for their
support, in particular, Tom Prescott, who has become an incredible returning volunteer. We
anticipate the next year to be a successful one with their continued efforts.

Lastly, our greatest reentry needs in 2020 include:
More employers with background friendly hiring practices
Service, administrative, hospitality and technology-based
Safe and affordable housing
A van to help transport our Builders to RISE alumni event

In-Prison Program Update

Maria Moreno
Program Manager
mmoreno@seeusrise.org
We had 3 cohorts graduate from the RISE curriculum this year.
We rolled out Continuing Education which provided an
opportunity to connect with graduates from our program (some
of whom graduated 3 years ago!) and provide opportunities for
continued professional and personal growth.
Topics included business law, Gallup Strengths and Gallup's
Builder Profile 10 (BP10), social media and marketing, networking
relationship building, toxic masculinity, navigating reentry, and
employment success tips.

Speakers included:
Law students from the UNL Weibling Entrepreneurship
Clinic
Author and Coach, Bob Pelshaw (author of Illegal to Legal,
he has graciously offered some of his course content to be
utilized in our curriculum and he has donated numerous
copies of his books to be available for our Builders)
Todd Johnson (Global Channel Leader of Entrepreneurship
and Job Creation at Gallup) and Dawn Nizzi (Future
Builders Challenge Director and trained BP10 Coach), who
led sessions about harnessing your talents, strengths, and
building your future.

Lance Jones, Certified Financial Planner, and a group
of leading Omaha executives who talked about their
own business journeys
Luke Evans, LBP Media Group, a young entrepreneur
who talked about failing forward and his own journey
of starting a consulting business

"After such a long sentence, I had no idea how to be an adult and heal from things. I
committed to doing RISE before I parole. RISE has saved my soul and my mind."
RISE Builder, NCCW

Donate to RISE

Want to get involved with RISE, but don't know how? Send us an email! info@seeusrise.org
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